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About our museum
The Minerals Heritage Museum is a not-for-profit 
organisation that is administered by a group of trustees 
with the purpose of preserving our minerals heritage. 
Through its permanent display in Brisbane and various 
venues, the MHM wishes to preserve, educate and 
inform the public of the beauty and diversity of minerals. 
For over 20 years, the MHM has been fortunate to obtain 
the help of many people and companies who have 
shared our vision. The MHM was originally an initiative of 
the Mineralogical Society of Queensland, and in 
particular of one individual, the late Ron Young, whose 
persistence and enthusiasm has culminated in the 
display of fine minerals located at 61 Mary Street in the 
Brisbane CBD. The MHM link with the society still 
continues, and if you wish to further your interest in 
minerals then please contact the society, whose details 
appear on the back of this brochure.

Crystallised mineral specimens are an incredibly rare 
and finite resource. Mineral collections such as those of 
the MHM's preserve a part of the natural and cultural 
heritage for all Australians. These wonderful specimens 
record both the diversity and awesome beauty of the 
natural world. They also provide vital clues to scientists 
about the structure of the earth. Specimens in the MHM 
collection also form unique records of mineral 
environments that have long been exhausted by decades 
of mining and development.

The specimens in the MHM display (with the exception of 
the cut and polished gem minerals) are as nature has 
created them. Their bright colours, their shining and 
lustrous faces look “supernatural”, as if it is an 
impossibility that such objects could be a product of 
nature. It often amazes people that these wonderful 
specimens were collected in much the same state as you 
will see them on display. Perhaps some require a scrub 
or a chemical clean to remove grime or coatings, but by 
and large, they appear as they have been dug from 
beneath the earth! These specimens are natural works of 
art. They should be treasured and valued as much as 
any rare painting or sculpture. We hope you enjoy them.

Minerals Heritage Museum
How to view our 
mineral display
The Minerals Heritage 
Museum currently has 
a small but spectacular 
display of rare and 
beautiful minerals and 
gems  open to the 
public in the foyer of 61 
Mary Street, Brisbane.

Currently four large 
cabinets showcase 
select Australian and 
overseas crystallised 
minerals and gems

Visitors can view the 
MHM display during 
business hours, 
Monday to Friday 
excluding public 
holidays.
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